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LOWRY-AVERY FAMILY PAPERS 
 
I 
 
 The papers of the Lowry-Avery Family, long-time residents of York County, S.C., were received by the 
College Archives on September 4, 1978 as a gift from Mrs. S.K. Lowry.  
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  .25 
Approximate no. of pieces:  500 
 
 Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
 Notices were released to the following journals and catalogs: NUCMC on December 14, 1978. 
 
 Scope and Content Note:  The Lowry-Avery Family Papers consist of photocopies of biographical 
data and family history data, correspondence, photographs, newspaper clippings, programs from family 
reunions, and other papers. Includes a copy of the printed version of a diary by Samuel Cosmos Lowry 
(1845-1864) of the 17th Infantry SCV Co. F, providing a highly literate account of the life of a young 
Confederate soldier: “We lay in the woods a short distance from the enemy’s line, watching the flying 
shells as they passed over us, seeing, whistling, literally plowing the air, the loud shriek of the flying 
shells, the dull whiz of the great ancanisten, with the disappearing cry of wounded mortals, fairly rent the 
air.” 
 
 Disposition of items:  None. 
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 BIOGRAPHICAL FILE        1899, 1960, 1971, 
contains biographical sketches of Mrs. Sumter, De Leon Lowry,  1975, nd 
Susan Twitty Mary McClure (this is a photocopied excerpt from 
Women of the Revolution by Elizabeth F. Ellet), Samuel Lowry I, and 
Rev. Isaac Avery. Also included are copies of addresses delivered by 
family members at Lowry-Avery reunions which relate the family 
biography and handwritten partial genealogies of the family. In 
chronological order. 
 
1 2 CORRESPONDENCE       1899, 1963, nd 
Includes letters from Luiz Lowery of Span asking the L.E. Lowry 
family of Yorkville to become guardians of his daughter upon his 
death and a letter form the Scottish Tourist Board explaining the 
background of the Lowry name. In chronological order.  
 
1 3 PROGRAM NOTES OF FAMILY REUNIONS    1910, 1923, 1928, 
These programs include agendas for reunions and genealogical  1950-1975 
information for the Lowry-Avery family. First reunion was held in 
1910. After the 1923 reunion, the family met for similar events about 
every five years. In chronological order. 
 
1 4 CIVIL WAR DIARY        1864 
A typescript of the S.C. Lowry Civil War diary. Lowry first joined the 
Confederate army in 1861 before his sixteenth birthday. Wounded in 
the Second Battle of Manassas, he was discharged due to his young 
age. He rejoined the army in 1864 and died of a wound received at the 
Battle of Crater, Petersburg, Va., on July 30, 1864. The diary is a vivid 
account of the camp and battle life of a Confederate soldier. In 
chronological order. 
 
1 5 PHOTOGRAPH FILE       1910, 1955, nd 
Photocopies of family reunion photographs and various family 
members. In chronological order.  
 
1 6 NEWSPAPER CLIPPING FILE      1928-1930, 1945- 
Photocopied newspaper clippings mention President Hoovers’ visit to 1965, 1977, nd 
Kings Mountain, the deaths of various Lowry-Avery family members, 
the Mt. Lyn Lowry Cross, family reunions and the lives of the more 
notable Lowry-Avery family members. In chronological order. 
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II 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 7 VARIOUS RECORDS       1932-1934, 1970, nd 
Grade reports, handbills and magazine excerpts relating to Lowry 
family members. In chronological order.  
 
